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TH5  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  BLAENAVON . 


MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  IME  YEAR , 1945 . 

Councillor  Miss  Lewis  & Goctie  •on, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my 

E lgnt h Annual  Report  regarding  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of 
the  Urban  District  of  El,  ....  -on  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1943. 
As  directed^ by  the  Ministry  of  Health  the  report  has  been  considerably 
curtailed  whilst  retaining  essential  information  and  statistics. 

M11  the  District  during  the  Y - r. 

^ r"  r,;  ;.r r-o.  • or  all  t c c?.r  cumste.ncen , health  conditions  in 
tne  district  during  the  year  were  again  generally  satisfactory,  and 
tnere  were  no  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  requiring  snecial 
comme..it.  . Ic  is  no st  pleasing  to  find  that  after  more  than  four  years 
of  War,  with  tne  rationing  of  food,  clothing,  etc.,  the  blackout  and 
otnej.  restrictions  wnich  nave  been  placed  upon  us,  the  health  of  the 
population  has  been  so  well  maintained. 


Pu-blic  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

f.wi  Public  Hcrlt?-.  Officers  of  the  A'  f ority  con-  i->t  of 
ol a*-  Medical  0.  M.ocr  of  PL  1th  (part  time),  --••d  c-  — ole  time 
Sl-  I " cto;.  , v/ho  holds  the  qualifying  certificate  of  the 

Royal  Sanitary  institute,  and  their  special  certificate  for  Meat 
and  Pood  Inspectors, 

Sanitary  Circumstances  in  the  Area. 


Water  .Supply . 

No  changes  were  brought  about  during  the  year  to  the  district’s 
water  supply  and  conditions  are  similar  to  those  states  in  my  lost 
report.  J 

The  water  supply  throughout  the  year  was  generally  satisfactory 
to  all  parts  of  the  district. 

Rainfall . 


The  district’ 

the  grounds  of  No,  2 


g rainfall  for  the  3rosx,  which  was  recorded 
Reservoir  was  as  follows 


in 


J anuary 

11,02  ins. 

July 

2.27  ins 

February 

4,55  » 

August 

4.46  :i 

March 

1.89 

September 

4.78 

April 

1.79  rr 

October 

4.06  5; 

May 

5.92  « 

November 

3.80  " 

June 

4.02  :i 

December 

3.99  51 

TotpJL  for 

Year  52.55 

ins. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  improvements  were  made  during  the  year  to  the  drainage 
?ld  sewerage  sys terns  in  t he  area,  and  the  whole  of  the  towns  sewage 
ill  discnar^ed  _n  its  crude  sts.te  into  the  Avon  Llwyd. 

Scavenging  and  Cleansing. 

, f GCuWenging  and  cleansing  of  the  district  is  carried  out 

u uirect  labour,  collections  being  carried  out  three  times  weekly. 


which 


. _ Tllf  method  of  refuse  disposal  is  by  uncontrolled  tinning, 

is  most  .unsatisfactory  and  not  hygienic. 


. . ..  30me  Parts  of  the  district  householders  adont  the  nractice 

. 1PPin&  house  recuse  in  unauthorised  places,  thereby  causing'a 
nuisance  and  disfigurement  of  the  neighbourhoods  concerned.  Numerous 
^eell  paid  tc\ the  householders  responsible  by  the  Sanitary 
threatened  d & nuJl1:)er  °f  notices  have  teen  served  and  nrosecutions 
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Housing. 

A Housing  Survey  of  the  district  was  commenced  during  the 
year  and  up  to  the  end  of  December,  672  houses  had  been  inspected 
for  this  purpose. 

Owing  principally  to  the  shortage  of  labour  and  material, 
serious  difficulties  we re  again  encountered  during  the  year  regarding 
the  carrying  out  of  repairs  to  dwelling  houses. 

From  the  survey  which  is  now  in  progress,  it  has  been  found  that 
a large  number  of  houses  are  in  need  of  extensive  repairs,  but  there 
is  little  hope  of  anything  of  a substantial  nature  being  done  in  this 
respect  until  the  cessation  of  hostilities* 

Billet ing  of Evacuees. 

The  number  of  persons  billeted  in  the  area  at  the  end  of 
December  as  official  evacuees  was  190,  made  uu  of  1-JL4  unaccompanied 
children,  24  mothers,  41  accompanied  children" and  11  other  adults, 

'This  number  shows  a reduction  in  the  number  of  evacuees 
since  the  time  of  my  last  report, 

^Tne  general  health  of  the  evacuees  in  the  area  has  been  of  a 
high  standard  and  seems  to  have  improved  since  their  coming  into  the 

district. 


Inspection  & Supervision  of  Food . 


Milk  Supply , 


-ale*  only  five  persons  in  the  area  producing  milk  for 

^ proo-uce  a YQW  Quantity.  Five  persons  bring 

distil  p+  S’  0t£eirf  a5e?f’  PrinciPally  from  the  adjoining  Rural 

broir' ht^i n k S1  -?lie  J31nilk  1retailed  is  pasteurised;  this  is 

% ir°xl1  +°ne  Pontypool  Urban  District,  where  there  are  two 
fairly  large  Pasteurising  Plants. 

Tne  c owsneds,  dairies  and  milkshops  were  visited  Periodically 
aunng  the  year  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector.  * ' 3 


Slaughterhouses  & Meat  Inspection. 


„ . . There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  district  since 
tl'  a 10ning  of  food  commenced.  All  meat  consumed  in  the  district  with 
tns  exception  of  imported  meat  is  killed  at  the  Government  1S^1Cj  'ltn 

Br^mfawr;  The  mality  of  meat  supplied  to  the 
littUn’n?  r whole , . been  satisfactory  and  there  has  been 
where  fnnL  comPlaint*  The  butchers  shops  and  other  places 

4 v4fnnd' Prepared  and  sold  have  been  visited  and  inspected 
a a^ious  times  by  tne  Sanitary  Inspector  throughout  the  vear. 


STATISTICS  OF  TEE  DISTRICT. 
^r°3-  4,612  acres* 

Rateable  Value  £34,447, 

PggMQjLpf  a Penny  Rate.  £121.  13.  8d. 
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1IM  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  year . 
BIRTHS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

1945, 

1942. 

1941. 

1940. 

1939 , 

Leg it  i mate 
TO  legitimate 

159 

10 

161 

6 

157 

3 

132 

4 

124 

4 

TOTAL. 

169 

167 

160 

136 

128 

MALE 

97 

79 

85 

75 

68 

FEMALE 

72 

J28 

75 

61 

60 

TOTAL. 

169 

167 

160 

156 

128 

STILLBIRTHS. 

Legit imate. 

7 

9 

13 

11 

8 

Illegitimate. 

0 

_ 0 

0 

0 

1 

TOTAL. 

7 

9 

15 

11 

9 

STILLBIRTH  RATE 

PER  1.000  ox  the 

POPULATION. 

0,71 

0„89 

1-2 

1.06 

0,82. 

DEATHS. 

1943. 

1942, 

1941. 

1940. 

1939. 

males 

68 

77 

76 

85 

85 

66 

FEMALES 

65 

55 

48 

74 

TOTAL. 

gag 

152. 

124 

159 

151. 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1 

,D00 . of 

the  POPULATION. 

Bla_eiiavon. 

13  o 3 

13,1 

11.5 

15.5 

15.3 

^ANTIIS^  MORTALITY . 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS 

UNDER 

1943, 

ONE  YE  AIM 
1942. 

1941. 

1940 , 

Boys 

8 

A 

he 

8 

6 

Girls. 

* 2 

_4 

2 

2 

TOTAL. 

•10 

8 

10 

P 

Number  of  Births. 

169 

167 

160 

136 

INFANT  DEATH  RATE 

J?ER  1 

TOO 0 BIRTHS 

REGISTERED 

1943. 

1942. 

1941, 

1940. 

1959. 

4 

5 

9 

128 

1959. 


58.8.  70.5 


59„2 


470  9 


59.17 
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PARTICULARS  OF  INFANT  DEATHS  DURING-  THE  YEAR . 

0 
2 
0 
0 

9 


CANCER  DEATHS . 

Mai  es,  3 

Females.  10 


Under  1 Week. 

1 to  2 weeks. 

2 to  3 weeks. 

3 to  4 weeks. 
Total  under 

1 month. 


4 

2 

0 

1 


1 to  3 months 
3 to  6 months 
6 to  9 months 
9 to  12  months. 
Total  under 
12  months. 


TOTAL.  18 

Causes  of  Peat h in  the  Blaenavon  Urban  District,  1945 . 
As  Furnished  by  the  Registrar  General, 


No.  Cause. 


Male. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9, 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29 . 

30. 

31. 

32. 
35, 

34. 

35. 

36. 


Typkoid  & para- typhoid  Fevers, 

Cerebro -spinal  Fever. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Whopping  Cough. 

Diphtheria. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System. 
Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis, 

Syphilitic  Diseases. 

Influenza. 

Measles , 

Acute  polio-myel.  & polio-enceph. 

Acute  Inf,  Enceph. 

Cancer  of  Buc.cav.  & oesoph(M)uterus(F) 
Cancer  of  Stomach  & duodenum 
Cancer  of  Breast, 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites. 

Diabetes. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 
Heart  Disease. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 
Broil  chit  is. 

Pneumonia. 

Other  respiratory  diseases. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years. 

Appendicitis. 

Other  digestive  diseases. 

Nephritis, 

Puerperal  & post  abort:  sepsis. 

Other  maternal  causes. 

Premature  Birth. 

Con. Mai : birth  inj : infant  diseases. 
Suicide. 

Road  Traffic  accidents. 

Other  violent  causes. 

All  other  causes. 


1 


3 

1 


4 

4 

5 

11 

6 
3 

2 

2 

8 


4 

3 

1 

3 

9 


Female. 


5 


l 


1 

2 

1 

6 

2 

12 

8 

2 

2 


1 

1 

4 


1 

3 

11 


TOTAL 


63 


63 


I 0 ! 


/"Lor 


i 


*» 


/ 


of  infectious  and  other  diseases. 


Infectious  Diseases  Generally. 
diseases  during  "the  year  ended 
the  appended  table. 


The  prevalence  of  notifiable  infectious 
December  31st.  1943,  will  be  seen  from 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Five  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year.  Of  these 
onu  was  under  1 2'eer,  two  between  the  age  of  5 - 10,  one  between  10  - 15 
and  one  between  15  - 20,  Four  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  hose  it all 
there  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

Sixteen  cases  of  scarlet  Sever  were  notified,  all  of  which  wore  o 
a very  mild  type;  no  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to  hospital. 

PNEUMONIA. 

Twenty  four  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified;  and  there  were 
five  deaths  (3  male  and  2 female)  from  this  cause, 

CSREBRO- SPINAL  FEVER . 

One  case  of  Cerebro- Spinal  Fever  was  notified;  this  case 
occurred  in  a young  male  and  proved  fatal. 


MEASLES. 

Fif t^ -eignt  cases  oi  Measles  and  German  Measles  were  notified* 
no  deaths  resulted.  * 

BMJNI SAT  ION  A GA INST  DIPHTHERIA . 

. TpO  hundred  and  eleven  children  were  immunised  during  the  year 
c.gainst  Diohtneria;  tnis  makes  a total  of  1858  children  in  the  district 
wno  nave  been  protected  against  this  dread  disease. 

Despite  the  good  results  so  far  obtained  there  are  still  a 
number  oi  children  in  the  area  who  have  not  been  immunised. 


iTu 1 3ER  OF  GASES  OF  INFEC 

TIOUS  DISEASES  NOTI 

FIED 

DURING  THE 

PAST 

FIVE  YEARS. 

1943. 

1942. 

1941 

. 1940. 

1959 

Small  Pox. 

Diphtheria. 

5 

10 

48 

32 

46 

Scarlet  Fever, 

16 

7 

2 

12 

20 

Enteric  Fever. 

Pneumonia. 

24 

32 

20 

14 

14 

Puerperal  Fever. 

. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever. 

1 

4 

6 

4 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargic a. 

— 

1 

3 

1 

Dysentery. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

7 

6 

9 

*1 

Puerperal  Pj^rexia. 

1 

3 

J. 

2 

Erysipelas, 

1 

7 

2 

Measles. 

58 

4 

Whooping  Cough. 

2 

9 

ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  CASES  AND  DEATHS  FROM  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GROUPS 
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Mo nt lily  Notifications  of  Tuberculosis. 


Month . 

Pu lmo nary . 

1 Noil-Pulmonary. 

Total. 

Male 

Female , 

Mole. 

Female. 

1 anu  ary 

5 

1 

3 

1 

February 

3 

1 

2 

March 

4 

2 

2 

.April 

1 

1 

May 

2 

2 

dune 

1 

1 

July 

3 

1 

1 

1 

August 

1 

1 

September 

1 

1 

October 

2 

1 

1 

November 

Dec  embe  r 

2 

1 

1 

TO TfL. 

25 

8, 

15  

3_ 

1 

C mrarisoii  of  Notif ic 


ations  and  Deaths  from 
the  past  five  years. 


Tu.bcrculosis 


during 


Y 

Pulmonary . 

Non-pulmonary . 

Total. 

Mole  . 

Female. 

M 1... 

Female. 

1959 

Not  if ic at ions 
Deaths 

15 

1 

18 

5 

6 

0 

1 

0 

38 

6 

1940 

Notifications 

Deaths 

12 

1 

10 

6 

4 

1 

1 

0 

27 

8 

1941 

Notifications 

Deaths 

14 

1 

14 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

29 

5 

1942 

Notifications 

D e at  ns 

4 

3 

6 

5 

2 

0 

2 

1 

14 

9 

1945 

Notifications 

Deaths 

8 

i 

13 

• 6 

ry 

0 

1 

1 

0 

25 

8 

9 


OCCUPATIONAL  INCIDENCE  OE  NEW  C..SES  OE  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFIED 

DURING  TEE  YEAR . 


MALE  CASES 

Pulmonary . 

Non- Pulmonary . 

Total. 

Discharged  Servicemen 

, 4 

4 

Miners . 

2 

2 

4 

Office  Cleaner. 

1 

1 

Scavenger. 

1 

1 

Schoolboy. 

1 

1 

TOTAL, 

8 

3 

11 

FETTLE  CASES. 

Pulmonary, 

Non -pulmonary . 

Total. 

Facto ry  Wo rke  r s . 

5 

5 

Student. 

1 

1 

Housewives 

3 

3 

SIio p A s s is t ant  s . 

2 

2 

Clerk. 

1 

1 

Schoolgirl . 

1 

1 

Housekeeper, 

1 

1 

TOIL lu.  „ _ , 

13 

. _JL 

14 

I am,  Miss  Lewis  & Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 
Signed.  J.J.  Crowe. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


